
A Christmas Message 
 
Dear Friends & Neighbors, 
  

Wow!  What a memorable year it has been for our family.  We have been blessed with faith, health, 
occupation, service and recreation…and of course family and friends.  Thank you for being a part of our 
lives in 2011.  

 
We believe Christmas is a time to worship the birth of our savior, Jesus Christ and to strengthen the 

family.  It is a time to exchange gifts and to reflect on the blessings we have each been given.  It is a time to 
offer gratitude and to express love.   

Please know how special you are to our family.  Thank you for sharing 2011 with us.  We hope you 
enjoy this year’s edition of the Smith Family Times. 

Merry Christmas…and Happy New Year! 
   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left:  Elder Smith (Serving in Sao Paulo, Brazil), Alex, Nick, Dad, Matt, Kayla, Mom 
Middle:  Grandma, Santa, Annie, Genevieve, Mrs. Claus, Grandpa, and Ryan.  Below:  Heather & Riley 

A Special Baptism 
 

In 2011, Genevieve was baptized by her 
big brother, Alex.  Grant continued to 
honorably serve his mission in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil (he is fluent in Spanish and 
Portuguese).  Mom was called to serve as 
the Seminary Instructor for the Willow 
Creek Branch and Dad was released from 
the Branch Presidency.  He has now been 
called to serve on the Stake High Council.  
The most memorable part of 2011 was 
Ryan’s talk given during Genevieve’s 
baptism; there was not a dry eye to be 
found. 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 

not perish, but have everlasting life.    
John 3:16   



Memories of 2011 
Can you guess whose memory it is? 
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Hall of Fame 
2011 

 

Genevieve participated in Track, 
Soccer, Dance, Cheer and Basketball.  
Her favorite sport is anything that does 
not involve running.   We are not 
kidding. 
 
Ryan qualified for state in wrestling - 
taking 2nd place at the Eastern Oregon 
Qualifier.  His season record was 19 and 
4.  In football, the 7th/8th grade Ponies 
went undefeated.  During the season, 
Ryan started both ways and scored a 22 
yard TD and made an interception. 
 
Alex earned another Varsity letter in 
wrestling – placing 4th at District. He 
was awarded the Most Improved 
Wrestler in 2011.  His most memorable 
moment was almost pinning a State 
Champion (He was soooo close!)   He 
also played JV football.   
 
Dad slalomed for the first time…and 
also the last time. The men all enjoy 
snow skiing and boarding on Mt. 
Bachelor. 

3)  Who spent half the 
summer wake boarding 
on the Columbia River? 

1)  Alex and Ryan….while Dad had to work in Salem.  Mom couldn’t score a ticket…so she sat in the car at the stadium parking lot!  
2) Dad, Mom, Alex and Genevieve.  3)  Matt.  4)  Genevieve.  5) Dad…duh!  6)  Grant.  7)  Mom… I mean TAXI MOM! 

5)  In Salem, who got 
in amazing shape … 
running 7 miles a 
day… then returned 
home and became a 
couch potato? 

6)  Who sent weekly 
emails telling the family 
to read the scriptures? 

4)  Who nearly ran over 
Alex & Ryan while 4 

wheeling on the dunes?  

Mom’s Moment:  My favorite sport?  It would have to be family room wrestling.  Nightly, a few 
boys & a young lady pile on top of Dad & wrestle until everyone is laughing.  I only join in on the 

fun when I’m sure they have Dad pinned and I can “finish” him off! 




