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Dear friends and family, 
 
In a recent conversation with our oldest son, Grant, he inquired, as to why we are so blessed with good 
fortune when so many others from around the world are not.  This was a sobering question. It was a 
question that could not be quickly answered or for that matter easily ignored. 
 
All I could answer was that Heavenly Father has blessed us so that we may be able to serve our fellow 
man in their time of need.   As we reflect upon this holiday season and the birth of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ, is this perhaps not the reason we are all so blessed?  To better serve our fellow man. 
  
It seems like just yesterday we were putting together our family’s 2005 newsletter.  My, how time flies.  
We would be remiss, if we did not once again tell you how much you mean to our family.  While we may 
not always express our gratitude the way we should, please know that you hold a special place in our 
family’s heart.  We appreciate all that you do for us.  Thank you. 
 
We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

Greg, Sherri, Grant, Alex, Ryan , & Genevieve Smith 
 

A SPECIAL DAY AT THE TEMPLE 
 
 

A wonderful day was had last March in the Kennewick 
Temple of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
when two dear friends, Bob & Betty Cleveland, flew up from 
Fresno, California to participate in an afternoon of special 
ordinances.  Making the day even more exceptional, was the 
accompaniment of our many branch friends, who we were 
able to join.  (As an aside, Bob’s son was the head basketball 
coach at BYU in 2005 and this year is the head coach for the 
Fresno State Bulldogs.) 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 SCOUT ADVANCEMENTS 
  

 ALEX EARNS HIS ARROW OF LIGHT AND CROSSES OVER INTO THE BOY SCOUTS 

 GRANT EARNS HIS STAR SCOUT 

 RYAN WORKS TOWARDS HIS WOLF BADGE IN CUB SCOUTS 

 DAD RECEIVES FRIENDS OF SCOUTING AWARD 

CULTURE ABOUNDS IN THE SMITH HOUSEHOLD 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Culture abounds in the Smith Household.  Pictured above is ballerina 
Genevieve performing in her first dance recital.  With only three months of training, she was wonderful.  
Ryan took to the stage in the comedic role of “Cookie” in the third grade class production of “Pecos Bill.”  
Alex continues to grow in his musical talent playing the saxophone.  Grant joined over a thousand other 
youth from around Oregon and Washington in the church’s 2006 Dance Festival held in Pasco, 
Washington. 

 
THE SMITH’S GO TO SUMMER CAMP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Can you match the quote to the Smith Family 
Member? 

 
1) I’m glad I only have one daughter. 
2) Don’t worry I know how to swim! 
3) Oh, look dad is bending over! 
4) Where are the pop tarts? 
5) Listen &#!@* kid, I’m only going to say it one more 
 time… no, you can not eat the glue. 
 
1) Mom.  A loving comment mumbled after spending an 
 entire week at Church girl’s camp. 
2) Alex. A confident quip after nearly capsizing his canoe 
 at summer camp. 
3) Ryan. A funny witticism just before his bow was 
 confiscated. 
4) Ryan. A tearful cry heard at diabetic camp in Idaho. 
5) Grant.  A patient jibe made while volunteering as a 
 camp councilor to hundreds of 7, 8, 9, & 10 year old cub 
 scouts  



Interstate 84 from La Grande 
to Portland knows the Smith’s 
way to well.  So, this year we 
decided it would be nice to 
slow-up and occasionally visit 
some of Oregon’s wonderful 
attractions.  The Lewis & 
Clark exhibit at the Historical 
Society and feeding the trout 
at Bonneville Dam were just 
two of our stops. 

What sports do the boy’s play?  
Here we go! 

 
Grant plays football, basketball and snowboarding 
 
Alex plays football, intramural basketball, 
snowboarding and wrestling. 
 
Ryan plays soccer, intramural basketball, skiing, 
and baseball.  (He can’t wait for football) 

 
53 MILES IN THE EAGLE CAP 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Dad and Grant spent an exhilarating and exhausting week on a 53-mile high adventure Boy Scout hike 
into Wallowa County’s Eagle Cap Wilderness Area.   Each day the scouts averaged more than 10 miles 
of hiking in very steep terrain and 90-degree heat.  Best part of the trip…Pocket Lake!   Never before 
had we seen a frozen lake on a sunny hot afternoon.  Polar bear plunges were had by all.  

 
SPECIAL STOPS ALONG THE WAY 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  WIDE WORLD OF SPORTS 
SOCCER, FOOTBALL, WRESTLING & BASKETBALL…OH MY! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
Ryan made a special friend this summer when Governor 
Kulongoski came to District 57 to meet small business 
owners along La Grande’s Adam’s Avenue. 
 
Governor Kulongoski was most gracious in visiting and 
listening to Ryan for nearly an hour as they walked and 
talked about baseball, fishing and cub scouting.  
 
“This is the third time I have met the governor and he is 
always nice to me,” stated Ryan.   “I like him!” 
 
Yes, Grandma you can roll back over in your grave 
now….Ryan is still a Republican.  I will make sure of 
that!

Special Events in 2006
 

 Alex turned 12 and 
received the Aaronic Priesthood.  
He now passes the sacrament with 
his older brother, Grant. 
 

 Grant participated in the 
first released time seminary class 
at Heppner High School. 
 

 Sherri accepts a calling to 
serve as first councilor in the 
Young Women’s Auxiliary. 
 

 Greg accepts a calling to 
serve as second counselor in the 
branch presidency.  He is shortly 
thereafter released.  Then he 
accepts a calling to serve as first 
councilor in the branch presidency.  
 

 Grant earns high marks in 
school earning a 3.87 g.p.a.  Ryan 
also earns a spot on his elementary 
school honor roll. 
 

 Dad wins reelection to the 
Oregon House of Representatives 
garnering nearly 70% of his 
districts vote. 

Weekends were fun in 2006! 
 

Memorial Day camp out and four wheeling trip with the 
Waite Family. 
 
Fourth of July fireworks at our cabin in Sun River.  
 
Labor Day camp out and boating trip on the Columbia 
River with the Waite Family.  
 
 

BOATING, CAMPING &  
     FOUR WHEELING 

 
 

  
 

  

      A BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 
 
Pictured:  (From left) is Doug, Theresa, and Greg Smith sitting 
on the stairs of Aunt Gertrude’s and Grandma Smith’s home on 
39th Street in Portland.  It is amazing how much Genevieve 
looks like Aunt Terri when she was three.  This picture was 
taken at Easter time in 1970. 

 
 
 

 A SPECIAL MOMENT FOR RYAN 


