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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
 

Dear Family and Friends, 

 

At the end of every year it seems most appropriate to step back and reminisce on 

days gone by.   What a challenging year 2007 has been.   For our family it can 

best be described as a lot of work, a little play, too many visits to the hospital and 

service to our fellow man. 

 

The first seven months of 2007 was hectic…Dad was away at the state capitol, 

serving the citizens of District 57, while Mom remained home holding down the 

fort. 

 

On the kid front, Grant spent the summer working for the Boy Scouts in Spokane 

and he earned his driver’s license.  Matt earned his varsity letter in baseball and 

was selected to Babe Ruth All-Stars – even after breaking his clavical bone.  Alex 

excelled in Boy Scouts, attended Camp Fife and earned the coveted Polar Bear 

Swim Award.  Ryan gave us our scare of the year – being life flighted to St. 

Charles Medical Center and then to OHSU after a near fatal drowning.  

Genevieve started pre-school and continued to serve as Dad’s conscious. 

 

Thank you for sharing 2007 with us.  We are so blessed to have friends and 

family like you.  We hope you enjoy this year’s edition of Smith Family Times. 

 



Ryan was chosen to play the much sought after role “Cookie”, the camp cook, in the 3
rd

 

grade play, Pecos Bill.  Mom hearing this news was a bit bewildered by the selection, as she 

knew that Ryan has never lifted a dish in his life.  

 

Before a packed house, Genevieve astounds the audience dancing to the music I Have 

Loved You All Along.  Simultaneously, Dad hawkishly ensures that young kids of the male 

persuasion are not reading too much into the performance. 

 

 

Smith’s Grow with Church Service 
 

In 2007, Dad serves as the 1
st
 Councilor to our Branch 

President.  Mom serves as the 1
st
 councilor to our Relief 

Society President.  Grant serves as the 2
nd

 Assistant to the 

Branch President and Alex serves as the Deacon’s Quorum 

President. Ryan and Genevieve continue to enjoy primary. 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dad, Grant, Alex and our cousin, John, 

spent a fun week at Camp Fife.  Alex 

earned 9 merit badges and Grant earned 

12 merit badges – in just one week!  Dad 

earned a sore back – in just 1 night!  The 

best part of scout camp was the overnight 

horseback trip.   

 

As an aside, Alex was the only scout man 

enough to conquer the Polar Bear Swim.  

To do this, he awoke at 6 am in the 

morning, went over hill and dale to the 

5,000 ft. elevated lake (with nothing on 

but a swim suit and a smile) & jumped 

in!  Crazy part is…he did it twice! 



 

 

 

  

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Big O Wins in 

the “Big House” 

 
The boys had a great day on a warm September 

afternoon watching the Oregon Ducks dominate 

the Michigan Wolverines in the “Big House.”     

 

Genevieve wanted absolutely nothing to do 

with the day’s events as she simply could not 

understand why her brothers voluntarily were 

going off to jail.  

 

 

because she absolutely refused to go to the big 

house or in her mind…jail.  

 
  

Genevieve earns   in Preschool. 
  

Throughout the school year, Genevieve has been an excellent 

example to her older brothers by earning straight smiley faces on her 

report card.  Alex, hearing this, exclaims that he does not believe in 

duplicatory bureaucracy, so he will let Genevieve earn the smiley 

faces for the whole family.  Grant, a Heppner High School honor 

student, chides in that Smiley faces are just “the man’s way of 

placating the masses”.  Ryan pronounces that earning smiley faces is 

easy and that he once did it.  Mom gives Genevieve a hug.   

  

Mustangs play for the State 

Title! 
 

Like the energizer bunny, the Heppner Mustangs kept winning 

and winning and winning.  While they unfortunately lost to 

Culver 10-6 in the state championship game, what a memory 

was created for Grant, the family and the community of 

Heppner.  Sorry Grant…no matter how we stretched the 

picture you are still shorter than mom. 

 

 

Community 

Service is Fun! 

 

Mom and Genevieve had a wonderful time 

visiting the Willow Creek Assisted Living 

Facility.  Along with other children, 

Genevieve sang songs and helped paint 

pumpkins.  Look at her smile…what a cheese 

ball. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team Greg 

 

Alex, Ryan, Bobby Sledge, Dad, Grant, Jeff Sledge, and 

Grandpa 

Alex gains experience! 
 

 

Alex had a fun year starting on the kick off 

team for the Heppner Ponies. He had an 

awesome open field tackle – it was great!  Now 

we just need him to lose a little junk in the 

trunk! 

 

Next sport for the boys…Wrestling & 

Basketball! 

In one of the most lop-sided Turkey 

Bowl games in many years, Team Greg 

trounced Team Doug 35-21. 

 

Played on a crisp Thanksgiving 

afternoon, Team Greg displayed their 

athletic prowess while Team Doug 

looked confused and a little out of 

shape. 

 

The highlight of the game was when 

Grandpa caught a perfect pass from 

Greg and stepped 2 feet into the end 

zone.  No one saw it coming, not even 

Grandpa! 

  

Ryan was awarded the game’s MVP for 

his dominating and fear inspiring 

defense.   Alex was also feared by all 

those who had to defend him. 

Smith Bowl 2007 

A handful of the Smith clan enjoyed a week-long 

trip to Oahu. Sight-seeing, swimming, snorkeling, 

boogie-boarding, visiting the Polynesian Cultural 

Center and touring BYU-Hawaii were some of 

week’s highlights.   

 

For Dad, the most memorable part of the trip was 

swimming with the sharks, a.k.a free chumming for 

the fisherman.  For Ryan it was the buffets…as 

usual.  For Genevieve it was hula hula dancing 

during the luau was fun.  For Alex it was boogie 

boarding.  For Mom it was relaxing at Turtle Bay. 

 

 



Dad Get’s Some 

Visitors! 

 
Dad always enjoys when folks 

from district come to the 

Capitol. 

  

In January, Dad moved to 

Salem for 7 months so he could 

represent District 57. 

 

Q.  Where does Rep. Smith live 

when he is in Salem? 

 

A.  In a trailer park behind a 24 

hour Safeway…doughnuts at 2 

am for Dad!  Coming from 

Heppner, this is a real treat! 

End of Summer…Start of 

Soccer! 
 
On any Saturday in the months of August, September 

and October you can find the Smith family up in 

Hermiston following Ryan to his soccer games.   

 

What in year’s past has been an excruciating lesson in 

patience and perseverance is no longer the case.  Gone 

are the days of no goals and consequently no wins.  This 

year the Cutters really came together and dominated their 

league.  Ryan scored 9 goals with many assists.  

FYI…The reason Mom sits far away from Dad is 

because Dad cheers just a little too loud! 

 

Dad’s Life Axiom 

 

If it ain’t broke…it’s not in my 

garage! 

 

Mom’s Life Axiom 

 

If it ain’t broke…Dad will fix that!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Matt earns honors! 
 

Matt had a great year earning honors in 

the classroom and on the field.   

 

Matt earns a near perfect 3.8 g.p.a., plays 

junior varsity basketball and was selected 

to serve on the Babe Ruth All-Stars team.  

He also earned his drivers permit.    

 

Watch out!  He’s about to get his license. 


